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• A preliminary question:

What do you want to do after the PhD?

Menti.com code 1895 7447



Postdoc opportunities at the European level

• Marie Curie Fellowships
• ERC Starting grants
• Euraxess Portal
• Pivot Research Professional
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HORIZON EUROPE  (2021-2027)
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Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA)

Doctoral Networks (DN) 

 main European  programme for 

structured training at doctoral 

level, aimed at increasing 

employment opportunities for 

early stage researchers, involving 

a transnational and intersectoral 

partnership

Staff Exchanges (SE)

aimed at facilitating the transfer of 

knowledge on the basis of a joint 

research project, provides for 

intersectoral / international 

exchange of researchers, even 

PhD candidates

COFUND

 provides for co-funding of 

regional, national or international 

programmes for training and 

career development at PhD and 

Post-doc level

Postdoctoral Fellowships (PF)

• Aimed at career development and 

acquiring new skills through 

international, intersectoral and 

interdisciplinary mobility of 

researchers from EU and non-EU 

countries wishing to move to 

Europe

CITIZENS

 public events and outreach 

(Researchers’ Night)



MSCA PF GRANTS: PURPOSE

✓FUNDING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE RESEARCHERS’ 
CAREERS AND FOSTERING EXCELLENCE

✓BY MEANS OF INTERNATIONAL MOBILITY
✓BY ACQUIRING NEW SKILLS
✓WITH NON-ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE IN OTHER COUNTRIES, 

DISCIPLINES AND NON-ACADEMIC SECTORS
✓ANY FIELD, DISCIPLINE, NATIONALITY
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host institution= EU 
research institution

Return host 
institution=EU 

institution

host institution=Third 
country institution



06/09/2023

FOODEV aims at implementing an inter-disciplinary research agenda able 

to determine under which conditions a certain place or region has been able 

to build on local features and to identify a successful sustainable 

development strategy based on food and gastronomy in the long-term.

Project: FOODEV - Food and Gastronomy as leverage for local 

development

Marie Curie Fellow: Chiara Rinaldi (ex UNIMC PhD student)

Host institution: University of Gothenburg (Sweden)

MSCA – Individual Fellowship  - European standard

Duration: May 2016- May 2018 (24 months)

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/707763

A non-legal example

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/707763
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MSCA BUDGET

Total per month = Euro 7.330,00
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BUDGET - Example
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How to get ready during 

the PhD?

MSCA – Postdoctoral Fellowships
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Max 10 pages

No overall 
page limit 

applied
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CV of the Experienced Researcher

• Publications in peer-reviewed scientific journals, peer-reviewed 
conference proceedings and/or monographs of their respective 
research fields.

• Granted patent(s).
• Research monographs, chapters in collective volumes and any 

translations thereof.
• Invited presentations to internationally established conferences 

and/or international advanced schools.
• Research expeditions led by the experienced researcher. 
• Organisation of international conferences in your field(s) of 

research, including membership in the steering and/or programme 
committee.

• Examples of participation in industrial innovation.
• Prizes and Awards.
• Funding received so far.
• Supervising and mentoring activities. 
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• Involvement in the organisation of conferences, events, 

project tasks

• Teaching experience

• Students’ tutoring

• Membership (or leadership) in working groups or 

students’ committees

• Scientific dissemination (schools, European 

Researchers’ Nights, and so on)

• Cooperation with non-academic organisations 

(enterprises, associations, public authorities, museums, 

libraries, NGOs).

Focus on…



Funding and Tender Portal call annuali

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=submissionStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


Marie Curie Actions

https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/node_en
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HORIZON EUROPE  (2021-2027)



ERC GRANTS: PURPOSE

Funding excellence

✓BEST RESEARCHERS

✓BEST AND MOST INNOVATIVE IDEAS

✓BEST INFRASTRUCTURES



ERC GRANTS: STARTING GRANTS
✓Whatever field, discipline, nationality

✓Candidate must be between 2 and 7 years after getting their 
PhD

✓Research project up to 1.5 M€ (up to 5 years)

✓Host institution: wherever

✓Research group: chosen by the candidate



ERC GRANTS: BASIC PRINCIPLES

✓Support to PI and their research group

✓Evaluation: excellence only

✓Valuable grants

✓high risk – high gain & groundbreaking



STARTING GRANTS: HOW TO BE A COMPETITIVE 
CANDIDATE

✓Already shown to be an independent researcher

✓At least one publication without supervisor 
(independent) 

✓Promising track record

✓Meaningful publications as main author in 
international reviews

✓Invited presentations in international conferences

✓Patents, awards



STARTING GRANTS: TRACK RECORD
1. Up to five publications in major international peer-

reviewed multi-disciplinary scientific journals and/or in 
the leading international peer-reviewed journals, peer-
reviewed conferences proceedings and/or 
monographs of their respective research fields, 
highlighting those as main author or without the 
presence as co-author of their PhD supervisor; 

2. Research monographs and any translations thereof; 
3. Granted patent(s); 
4. Invited presentations to internationally established 

conferences and/or international advanced schools; 
5. Prizes, awards, academy memberships.



HOW TO GET READY 

DURING THE PHD?
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Project: KaraimBible - (Re)constructing a Bible. A new approach to unedited 
Biblical manuscripts as sources for the early history of the Karaim language 
Researcher: Michał Nemeth
Host Institution: Jagiellonian University, Poland
ERC Funding: € 1.48 million for 5 years

Eastern European Karaims, the sole representatives of Karaite 

Judaism in Europe, are at risk of losing both their language 

and religious practice. Dr Michał Németh and his team will 

create a comprehensive Karaim Bible based on carefully 

selected sources from the 15th–20th centuries. 

The resulting on-line edition of the Bible will be equipped with 

a lexicographical database and English translation and will 

provide a highly interconnected network of data based on 

Semantic Web technologies. This will greatly facilitate the 

linguistic and religious study needed to preserve the Karaim 
identity and help sustain this endangered culture



LINK UTILI

https://erc.europa.eu/a
pply-grant/starting-
grants 

call annuali su portale Funding & Tenders: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home 

https://erc.europa.eu/homepage
https://erc.europa.eu/funding/starting-grants
https://erc.europa.eu/funding/starting-grants
https://erc.europa.eu/funding/starting-grants
https://cordis.europa.eu/it
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
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What is Euraxess?
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Euraxess Target Audiences
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Euraxess Portal



06/09/2023 Titolo presentazione

Search for job offers
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Registration



More details

• Euraxess Portal  https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/

• Webinar presenting Euraxess*  

 *’The Benefits of the Euraxess portal for researchers and institutions’, 9 July 2020, held by 
Net4Mobility project.

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-t9IJWYePU


Pivot – Research Professional 
Subscription required



• What is it?

Database that collects on a global bases funding 
opportunities for researchers

Useful to:
• Scouting of funding opportunities 
• Networking

Pivot – Research Professional



• Search for funding



Pivot – Research Professional





Pivot – Research Professional



• Saved searches and e-mail updates
Pivot – Research Professional



• Update your profile to improve funding 
recommendations



• Share opportunities



• Other opportunities?

Many foundations or institutions, also abroad, for 
instance:

https://www.lmt.lt/en/research-funding/career-
development-mobility-and-networking-
opportunities/postdoctoral-fellowships/848 
https://law.mpg.de/academic-opportunities/

But the principles are the same: get prepared for 
them right now

https://www.lmt.lt/en/research-funding/career-development-mobility-and-networking-opportunities/postdoctoral-fellowships/848
https://www.lmt.lt/en/research-funding/career-development-mobility-and-networking-opportunities/postdoctoral-fellowships/848
https://www.lmt.lt/en/research-funding/career-development-mobility-and-networking-opportunities/postdoctoral-fellowships/848
https://law.mpg.de/academic-opportunities/
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